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R
earSentry™

 is a state-of-the-art obstacle d
etection system

.  T
he

system
 uses a m

icrow
ave signal to d

etect obstacles in a vehicle’s
“blind

 spots.”

W
hen an obstruction is d

etected
 in the sensor’s coverage area, the

sensor d
eterm

ines the d
istance to the obstacle.  T

his inform
ation is

then instantaneously converted
 into a tricolor d

isplay and
 an au-

d
ible alert. T

he R
earSentry™

 is not affected
 by ad

verse w
eather

cond
itions, such as extrem

e heat or cold
, rain, sleet, snow

, hail,
m

ist, or fog.
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D
etection

 Z
on

es

T
he R

earSentry™
 sensor coverage area is d

ivid
ed

 into four zones as

show
n in the figure below

.

3

D
etection

 Z
on

es

G
E

N
E

R
A

L O
P

E
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A
T

IN
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T
R

U
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T
IO

N
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O
b

stacle D
etection

T
he R

earSentry™
 d

etects obstacles up to 12 feet behind
 a vehicle.

B
efore the R

earSentry™
 can provid

e obstacle alerts, the follow
ing

m
ust occur:

·
T

he vehicle ignition m
ust be in the “O

n” position.
·

T
he vehicle m

ust be in reverse gear.
·

T
he vehicle or the obstacle m

ust be m
oving.

T
he R

earSentry™
 w

ill d
etect obstacles w

ithin the sensor coverage
area.  H

ow
ever, obstacle d

ensity and
 m

oisture content w
ill affect

the sensitivity of the R
earSentry™

 sensors.  For these reasons, som
e

objects m
ay not be d

etected
 until they are closer to the rear bum

per
of the vehicle than the outerm

ost d
etection zone.

(Please see the section entitled
 “D

etection Z
ones.”)

For exam
ple, a relatively low

-d
ensity object, such as a utility pole,

sign, or fence post, m
ay not be d

etected
 w

hen it is located
 in the

Safe Z
one, but m

ay be d
etected

 in the A
lert Z

one.  In ad
d

ition, in
som

e cases, a sm
all object such as a ball or a sm

all shrub m
ay not be

d
etected

.  W
hen an obstacle is d

etected
 in the H

azard
 Z

one or the
D

anger Z
one, stop the vehicle im

m
ed

iately.
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•
T

he R
earSentry™

 system
 is d

esigned
 to supplem

ent other safety practices by
enhancing d

river aw
areness of d

ifficult-to-see areas.
•

Failure to operate the R
earSentry™

 in the m
anner specified

 in this m
anual could

result in personal injury, property d
am

age, or possibly d
eath.

•
A

lw
ays inspect behind

 and
 below

 your vehicle prior to backing up to elim
inate the

possibility of property d
am

age and
 bod

ily injury.
•

A
lw

ays use caution w
hen backing up.

•
R

esponsibility for safe operation of the vehicle rem
ains w

ith the d
river.

D
anger Z

one

H
azard Z

one

A
lert Z

one

Safe Z
one
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G
ettin

g S
tarted

A
fter your R

earSentry™
 has been professionally installed

 in your
vehicle and

 you have thoroughly review
ed

 the O
perating M

anual, take
a few

 m
om

ents to fam
iliarize yourself w

ith the R
earSentry™

  by follow
-

ing these steps:

1.
To ensure proper installation and operation of your R

earSentry™
,

have another individual stand outside the car to verify proper obstacle
clearance and to ensure traffic avoidance w

hile you becom
e fam

iliar
w

ith the operation of the R
earSentry™

.
2.

In your drivew
ay or in a quiet parking lot, identify an obstacle, such as

a parked vehicle or a building.
3.

Park your vehicle so that the rear bum
per is approxim

ately 20 feet from
the obstacle.

4.
W

ith your vehicle still in “Park” and the vehicle ignition turned on, the
visual display should not show

 any lights, nor should the
R

earSentry™
 sound any alerts.

5.
W

ith the brakes applied, place your vehicle in reverse gear.  The visual
display should show

 a solid green light.
6.

Slow
ly release the brakes and begin to back your vehicle tow

ard the
obstacle.

7.
A

s you back your vehicle closer to the selected obstacle, you should
receive the audio and visual alerts outlined in the “D

etection Zone
A

lerts” table.  C
ontinue backing tow

ard the obstacle until you receive
the alerts for the H

azard Zone or the D
anger Zone.  B

e advised that the
obstacle m

ay not appear in both of these zones (see “O
bstacle

D
etection”).  O

nce the obstacle is detected in the D
anger Zone or the

H
azard Zone, place your vehicle in “Park.”  H

ave the individual
assisting you estim

ate the distance betw
een the vehicle bum

per and the
obstacle.

8.
Repeat this entire procedure using other obstacles.  Because of differ-
ences in obstacle m

oisture content and density, the R
earSentry™

 w
ill

detect som
e obstacles further aw

ay from
 the vehicle bum

per than others
(see “O

bstacle D
etection”).

Please rem
em

ber that the R
earSentry™

 is a driver’s aid.  Safe operation of
the vehicle is the driver’s responsibility.

5

C
lean

in
g an

d
 C

are

T
he R

earSentry™
 d

oes not require cleaning or special care.

D
etection

 Z
on

e A
lerts

T
he table below

 show
s the types of visual and

 aud
io alerts provid

ed
 by

the R
earSentry™

 w
hen an obstacle is d

etected
 w

ithin each d
etection

zone.  Should
 obstacles be located

 in m
ore than one zone, the

R
earSentry™

 w
ill provid

e alerts for the closest one.

O
p

eration
 W

h
en

 N
o O

b
stacles A

re D
etected

W
hen no obstacles are d

etected
, the visual d

isplay unit w
ill show

 a solid

green light ind
icating that the R

earSentry™
 is turned

 on and
 that no

obstacles are d
etected

.
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To ensure proper operation of your new
 R

earSentry™
, the follow

-
ing precautions and

 lim
itations of the R

earSentry™
 (and

 those
w

hich are ad
d

ressed
 in other parts of this m

anual) m
ust be consid

-
ered

 at all tim
es:

·
The RearSentry™

 operates only w
hile the vehicle is in reverse gear.  In

addition, either the vehicle or an obstacle m
ust be m

oving for the
driver alerts to function.  The RearSentry™

 is intended to be useful at
low

 speeds (five m
iles per hour or less) only.

·
The m

oisture content of the obstacle m
ay affect its detection.

·
The RearSentry™

 w
ill not detect obstacles under the bum

per.

·
The system

 sensors are affected by tall grass and m
ay not provide

proper obstacle sensing if the vehicle is located in an unm
ow

ed area
such as a m

eadow
 or other off-road situation.

·
The RearSentry™

 w
ill not detect obstacles properly if you are tow

ing a
trailer behind the vehicle in w

hich the RearSentry™
 is installed.

·
The RearSentry™

 m
ay w

ork unsatisfactorily on vehicles w
ith bum

pers
that are less than 14” above the ground.

·
The RearSentry™

 does not provide accurate obstacle detection on
vehicles m

ore than seven feet w
ide.

·
D

etection ranges m
ay vary according to the size and m

aterial com
posi-

tion of various obstacles.  A
 sm

all object w
hich is very close to the rear

of the vehicle m
ay not be detected.

·
M

oving in reverse dow
n a steep slope m

ay produce m
om

entary
signals.  M

oving in reverse w
hen carrying a heavy load over rough

surfaces m
ay produce false signals.  M

oving in reverse tow
ard a ninety

degree angle (such as the corner of a building) m
ay distort detection;

exercise caution in these circum
stances.

·
D

am
age to the rear bum

per/fascia of your vehicle w
hich leaves the

RearSentry™
 m

isaligned or bent m
ay cause inaccurate detection.

7

D
etection

 D
iagram

O
b

stacle is N
O

T
d

etected
.

O
b

stacle IS
 d
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 d
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60-M
O

N
T

H
/50,000-M

ILE LIM
IT

ED
 W

A
R

R
A

N
T

Y
Rostra Precision C

ontrols, Inc. (the C
om

pany), w
arrants to the original retail purchaser of this

product that should this product or any part thereof, under norm
al use and conditions, be proven

to have defective m
aterial or w

orkm
anship w

ithin 60 m
onths or 50,000 m

iles of the original
purchase, w

hichever first occurs, such defects w
ill be repaired or replaced (at the C

om
pany’s

option) w
ithout charge for the parts.  This w

arranty does not apply to batteries or norm
al w

ear and
tear associated w

ith the Product.

To obtain repair or replacem
ent w

ithin the term
s of this w

arranty, the product is to be delivered,
transportation prepaid, w

ith proof of w
arranty coverage (e.g., dated bill of sale) and specification of

defects, to the installing dealer and/or retailer.

This w
arranty does not cover costs incurred for the rem

oval or reinstallation of the product, and/or
related com

ponents, and/or dam
age to the vehicle’s electrical system

 or com
ponents.

This w
arranty does not apply to any product or part thereof w

hich, in the opinion of the C
om

pany,
has been dam

aged through alteration, im
proper installation, m

isuse, neglect, accident, or custom
er

abuse.

This w
arranty is in lieu of all other expressed w

arranties or liabilities.  A
N

Y
 IM

P
LIE

D
 W

A
R

R
A

N
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S
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. N
o person or representative is authorized to assum

e for the C
om

pany any liability
other than expressed herein in connection w

ith the sale of this product.
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S
om

e states do not allow
 lim

itations on how
 long an im

plied w
arranty lasts or the exclusion or

lim
itation of incidental or consequential dam

age, so the above lim
itations or exclusions m

ay not
apply to you.  This w

arranty gives you specific legal rights, and you m
ay also have other rights

w
hich vary from

 state to state.

C
ustom

er’s N
am

e: _______________________________________________
A

ddress: _______________________________________________________
C

ity: _____________________________ S
tate: ______ Z

ip: ______________
D

ealer N
am

e: ___________________________________________________
D

ealer A
ddress: _________________________________________________

C
ity: _____________________________ S

tate: _______  Z
ip: ____________

D
ate P

urchased: _____________ D
ate Installed: _______________________

M
ake &

 Year of V
ehicle: __________________ ____________

M
ileage at Installation: _____________________________
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If you continue to have d
ifficulties w

ith the operation of your
R

earSentry™
, please contact our Technical A

ssistance H
otline

at (910) 277-1828 betw
een the hours of 8 a.m

 and
 5 p.m

. (E
ST

),
M

ond
ay through Frid

ay.
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O
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L
E

M

L
E

D
 d

oes not d
isplay any

lights.

•
M

ake sure that the vehicle reverse light
bulbs are w

orking properly.
•

V
erify that the vehicle ignition is either

“O
n” or in “A

ccessory” m
od

e.

L
E

D
 is w

orking properly,
but system

 is not d
etecting

obstacles.

•
M

ake sure that the vehicle is in reverse
gear and

 either the vehicle or an ob-
stacle w

ithin the sensor range is m
oving.

•
C

onfirm
 that the vehicle is not parked

 in
tall grass.

A
ud

io alert sound
s, but is

barely aud
ible.

•
C

heck the volum
e control knob on the

aud
io control unit.

A
ud

io alert sound
s, but

L
E

D
 d

isplay is not
w

orking.

•
C

heck the L
E

D
 harness connections to

aud
io control unit.

R
ed

 or yellow
 L

E
D

 light is
illum

inated
 and

/
or aud

io
alert sound

s, but no ob-
stacle is present w

ithin 8
feet of the rear bum

per.

•
V

erify that no obstacles are located
w

ithin the d
etection zone.

•
If the car is parked

 on a hill w
ith the

rear end
 of the car pointed

 d
ow

n the
hill, this m

ay be a norm
al cond

ition.
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• C
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• S
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• A
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• H
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ystem

 R
ostra P

recision C
ontrols, Inc.

 M
anufacturing sm

art products for
 sm

art fleets.
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